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DONHEAD PREPARATORY SCHOOL

2nd October 2026
Dear Parents, 

A Jesuit Education: Growing in Wisdom, Compassion and Purpose 

I would like to introduce myself. My name is Nelle Carty Dalton, and I work with Donhead and two other Jesuit Schools in London. I help staff, children and families understand what is special about a Jesuit education.

What difference does a Jesuit school make? 
A Jesuit school cares about the whole child. This includes their learning, faith, feelings, friendships and physical wellbeing. Children are encouraged to discover their talents, grow in confidence, make good choices and help others.

One way we do this is through the Examen. This is a short, quiet time at the end of the day. Children think about what went well, what was difficult and how they treated others. They may ask:

For what moment am I most grateful today? 
What didn't go so well today?
How can I make tomorrow a better day?
What can I ask God to help me with? 
 
This helps children learn from the good parts of the day and from their mistakes. We hope they become thoughtful, wise, grateful, hopeful, kind, generous, honest and loving. These are part of the Jesuit Pupil Profile: the qualities we want children to develop during their time at a Jesuit school.

Sharing the journey with families 
In future, I hope to share more about Jesuit education. This includes finding God in everyday life, being thankful, helping others, standing up for what is right and making careful choices. It also includes the magis: choosing the more loving and helpful thing to do. 

With every good wish and blessing, 
 
Nelle Carty Dalton 
Ignatian Formator 
The Jesuit Institute 
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